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Our website address is: www.telebyte.com/masons/sojourn/index.htm

October 2012 Newsletter


 Chapter Officers 2012-2013

 President
 HMCM Joseph MacIntyre
360-275-0589
haggis@wavecable.com

 1st Vice President
 Mr. Peter Dawson
360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 2nd Vice President
 CPO Stephen Quance
360-731-5552
sdquance@yahoo.com

 Secretary/Treasurer
 Mr. Charles Yankosky
206-780-0563
cyankosky@yahoo.com

 Marshal
 None



 Chaplain
 Mr. Richard Dexter
360-692-6876
rdexter@tscnet.com

 Color Bearer
 None

 

Hero Camp Officers 2012-2013

 Commander
 Col William Biscomb
 206-842-6417
milfordbiscomb@comcast.net

 Chief of Staff
 Mr. Peter Dawson
 360-779-8219
etypebubba@aol.com

 Adjutant
 MMCM Henry Carman
 360-698-4776
hankcarman@wavecable.com

Meeting Notice!
We will meet at VFW Post #239, 190 Dora Ave, Bremerton (see directions) on Friday 12 Oct.  Social hour and dinner begins at 1800, meeting at 1900 hours. Ladies and guests are always welcome at the meeting and are urged to attend.

The associated Lewis and Clark Camp of the Hero's of '76 meets immediately following the Sojourner meeting and is open to all Hero's.

Don’t forget to wear your Medals!

Highlights of the 14 Sep. Meeting

        President Joe MacIntyre opened the meeting  at 19:00 with Peter Dawson as Chaplin. Pres. Joe read the purposes of National Sojourners. The previous minutes were approved as printed in the news-letter. There were communications concerning the mid-winter convention, a planning meeting at Alexandria, Louisiana on 3 Jan. 2013. National conventions com-ing up are 2014 in Austin, TX, 2015 in Milwaukee, and 2016 in Seattle, WA.  Chapter 40 is planning the Seattle meeting which will be held the same place as it was in 2000, at the Doubletree Inn near the Airport. Who will be attending the Pacific Beach Heroes Encampment on 28 – 29 Sep.? Joe MacIntyre and Charles Yankosky said they would. 

        District Rep. Wendell Dutt made note of the fee increase voted in at the 92ND Annual Convention in Vermont. National dues per member per year have gone up from $17 to $20. Life member M.I.P. fees have increased from $200 to $250. So we’ll have to look at increasing our yearly dues. Wendell com-mented that Fort Lewis Chapter 89’s dues are $35.  It was suggested that we change the By-Laws to raise 

the dues to $25. Col. Bill Biscomb will write a reso-lution to do this and we will vote on it at the October meeting. A quorum of members is needed to vote. 

Five active members must be present of which one is the President or an elected officer. Advance notice has to go out to the membership so they can be present to vote. Wendell suggested notifying National that we intend to increase our dues because they print out the dues cards. Actually, the By-Laws don’t say what the dues are. They just note that the fiscal year ends on 30 June and the dues year ends on 31 Dec.

        Other news that Wendell brought back from the National Convention was that  it will be 3 years before a resolution can be repeated; there is a new IT com-mittee dealing with websites; and changes to the Lodge of Military Tribute have been tabled for 

another year.       

        It was announced that Mr. Peter Dawson is the new Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Knights Templar.

        President Joe MacIntyre gave a talk from a pub-lication put out by Hillsdale College, an article by 

Paul Marshal, senior fellow of the Hudson Institute, 

on  “Blasphemy and Free Speech.”  This concerns muzzling religious discussion that could be insulting 

to religion, especially Islam. This was not a major issue until 20 years ago when the Iranian revolution over-threw the Shah and set up the Ayatollah Khomeini as Iran’s supreme religious and civil leader. The Shah’s Western ways were thrown out and replaced by a Shia Muslim theocracy. It so happened that a novelist, born in Bombay, India, to Muslim  parents, a Sir Salman Rushdie (knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 2007),  wrote a novel called The Satanic Verses. The Iranian spiritual leader considered the novel blasphemous to Mohammed and issued a decree that it was the duty of every Muslim to kill Rushdie. Rushdie went into hiding and eventually fled to the U.S.  But others associated with the book were assas-inated or shot.  

      Cartoons of Mohammed in a Danish newspaper didn’t provoke any violent outburst until 5 months later when a meeting of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) urged its members rouse opposi-tion. 200 people were killed in the demonstrations across the Mideast, Africa and Asia that followed. Newspaper editors in Muslim countries who urged a peaceful response were charged with “insulting public 

religious sentiment.”

      Charges of blasphemy, apostasy or insulting 

Islam are used in much of the world to jail or intimi-date through threats, beatings and killings those who are dissidents, minorities, or Muslim reformers. In 

Iran there’s no penalty for killing a Baha’i. 

       Western governments have been caving in to demands from he OIC to control speech. Politicians 

in Austria, Holland and Finland have been prosecu-

ted for comments on Islam in political speeches.
        As a result of the cartoon crisis, the Media 

claims to be self-censoring out of sensitivity to religious feelings. Yale University Press removed all illustrations of Mohammed from a book on the grounds that “republication has resulted in violence around the world.”  But they still mock and criticize religions other than Islam. The BBC lets vicar jokes pass but they won’t do any iman gags. It’s sort of to do with moral sensibility, but actually they’re scared.

         The U.S. government is even “exchanging 

ideas” with the OIC to “fight against negative stereo types of Islam whenever they appear.”  The OIC calls for speech bans to “protect the interests and values of (Islamic) society.” It doesn’t define what speech should be outlawed, but the practices of its member states are self evident.

         The spread of blasphemy restrictions in the West threatens free speech and the exchange of ideas. They are used in the Muslim world to crush debate. Presi-dent Obama should declare strongly that in a free society all views and religions are subject to criticism and contradiction. America’s founders broke with an old order rife with religious persecution and war to forbid laws restricting freedom of religion, freedom 

of speech and freedom of the press. We must do so too.     (from Imprimis, Feb. 2012, Vol. 41, No. 2 – 

A publication of Hillsdale College)
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